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L L the Lewd and Profune Poems and Liſpdeed | 
ar of the late Lord Rocheſter having been (a Nap 
trary to his dying Requeſt, and in defiance of Mul; ar 
gion, Government, and common Decency) Publill los 
to the World; and (for the eaſier and ſaree Profil fecre: 
gation of Vice) Printed in Penny-Books, and Crs of 

about the Streets of this Honourable City, with 
any Offence or Diſlike taken at them: Tis hu 
bly hoped that this ſhort Diſcourſe, which ning" | 
true Account of the Death and Repentance of bv alt! 
noble Lord, may likewiſe (for the ſake of his Nang" u 
find a favourabſe Reception among ſome Perſiſ ot fu 
Tho? the Influence of it cannot be ſuppoſed en 
reach as far as the Poyſon of the other Book e 
ſpread; which, by the Strength of their own viathe : 
lent Corruption, are capable of doing more Mil 
.than all the Plays, and Fairs, and Stews, in 


fine T 
$5 
about this Town can do together. 
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St. Luk. 15. 7. 


y unto you, that likewiſe Foy ſhall be in Heaven over one Sin- 
er that Repenteth. more than over ninety and nine juſt Per- 
ens that need no Repentance. | FE 


f ever there were a Subject that might deſerve and exhauſt all the 
.| treaſures of Religious Eloquence in the deſcription of ſo great a 
Man, and fo great a Sinner as now lie before us; together with the 
ders of the Divine Goodneſs, in making him as great a Penitent; TI 
k the preſent occaſion affords one as remarkable as any Place or 
an produce: | % ̃ os 
Lib deed fo great and full a matter it is, that 'tis too big to come out 


jy Mouth, and perhaps not all of it fit or needful ſo todo. The great- 
of his Parts are well enough known, and of his Sins too well in the 
Kd; and neither my Capacity, nor Experience, nor my Profeſſion | 
if allow me to be ſo proper a judge, either of the one or the other. 
ys God has been pleaſed to make me a long while a ſad Spectator, 
TU: ſecret Mourner for his Sins; ſo has he at laſt graciouſly heard the 
Criffers of his neareſt Relations, and true Friends, for his Converſion 
| hi Repentance : And 'tis the good tidings ef that eſpecially, which 
LOG has done for his Soul, that 1 am now to publiſh and tell abroad to the 
hug, not only by the obligation: of mine Office, in which I had the 
ive” - be a weak Miniſter to it, but by his own expreſs and dying 
I mands. 5 1 8 0 FVV „ | 
hy altho, to deſcribe this worthily, would require a Wit equal to 
TanQvith which he lived, anda Devotion too, equal to that with which 
d, and to match either will be a very bard tazk ; yet beſides that 
ot ſufficient for theſe things, (for who is?) and that my thoughts 
been rather privately buſied to ſecure a real Repentance to him- 
whilſt living, than to publiſh it abroad to others in an artificial dreſs 


7 


IU 


* 
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vn 
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lt the aids of ſecular Eloquence. The proper habit of Repentance 
fine Linnen, or any delicate Array, ſuch as are uſed in the Coutt, 
ugs Houſes, but Sack-cloth and Aſhes: And the way which God 
pity takes to convey it, is not by the words of Mans wiſdom, but by 
inneſs of his written Word, aſſiſted by the inward power and de- 
ion of the Spirit: And the effects it works, and by which it diſ- 
vit ſelf, are not any raptures of wit and fancy, but the moſt hum- 
 Fidftrations both of Soul and Spirit, and the captivating all humane 
Fations to the obedience of a deſpiſed Religion, and a crucified Sa- 


tis in this array I intend to bring out this Penitent to vou; an ar- 
ich Tam ſure he more valued, and deſired to N both to 
Ind the World, than in all the triumphs of Wit and Gallantry, and 


Fre (waving all theſe Rhetorical Flouriſhes, as beneath the-Solem- 
the occaſion, and the majeſty of that great and weighty Truth T 
"to deliver) I ſhall content my ſelf with the office of a plain Hi 


A 2 


the is dead; I ſay, beſides all this, 1 think I ſball have leſs need to 
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ſtorian, to relate faithfully and impartially what I ſaw and heard; ty th 
cially during his Penitential Sorrows; which if all that hear me thik,ards | 
had been Spectators of, there would then have been no need of: and of 
mon to convince Men, but every Man would have been as much a Py us Se; 
er to himſelf of this Truth, as Tam, except theſe Sorrows; And yet 2 wil 
_ theſe Sorrows ſhould be turn'd into Joys too, if we would only do iſe. 

we pray for, that the wil of God may be done in earth, as it is in hea Wit ! 
for ſo our Bleſſed Lord aſſures us; 1ſay unto you, that likewiſe joy gel ica 
in heaven over one finer that repenteth, &c. From which 1 ſhall con res to 
1. The Sinner particularly that is before us. | ent the 


2. The Repentance of this Sinner, together with the means, the; allen 
and all probable ſincerity of it. 2 


| | -. ut, be 

3. The Joy that is in Heaven, and ſhould be on Earth, for the 1 in ! 
JJ Je et night | 
4. I ſhall apply my ſelf to all that hear me; that they would | 


es 1 | VPirine 
this joy, in praiſe and thankſgivings to God for the converſion Aan 


Sinner; and if there be any that have been like him in their Sing and I 


they would alſo ſpeedily imitate him in their Repentance. 


Vas a Man of ſignal Loyalt and Integrity indeed; and of ſuch Coul 


memory of the Eng/iſh or Jriſh Rebellion laſts, that Family cannot 


bee 
And 1. Let us conſider the Perſon before us, as he certainly 1 * 
Ereat Sinner. But becauſe Man was upright before he was a Sinnen natu 
to meaſure the greatneſs of his fall, it will be neceſſary to take 20h 
of that height from which he fell; give me leave to go back all 
to look into the Rock from which he was hewn, the Quality, Fad 
Education, and Perſonal Accompliſhments of this Great Man, Ind to T 
of which | think no Man will charge me with any deſign of cuſtomary them 
tery, or formality; ſince I intend only thereby to ſhew the greatnely i 
_ unhappineſs of his folly, in the perverting ſo many excellent abilitie] mat þ 
advantages for virtue and piety in the ſervice of of Sin, and has h 
coming a more univerſal, inſinuating, and prevailing Example oſiſcon of 
As for his Family, on both ſides, from which he was deſcended, ow 
| were ſome of the moſt famous in their Generations. His Grand other 
was that excellent and truly great Man, Charles Lord Wilmer, Vil br the 
Athlone in Ireland Henty his Father, who inherited the ſame Tit 
Greatneſs, wa: by his late Majeſty King Charles I. created Baron d 
_ derbury in Oxfordſhire. and by his preſent Majeſty Earl of Rocheſter, I 


and Conduct in Military * fairs as became a great General. Hi 
ther was the Reli& of Sir Francis-Henry Lee of Ditchly in the Counk 

Oxford Baronet, Grandmother to the preſent Right Honourable 

_ Litchfield, and the Daughter of that Gene-ous and Honourable G 
man Sir Fohn St. Fohns of Lyddiard in the © ounty of Wilts Baronet, 
Family was fo remarkable for Loyalty, that ſeveral of his Sons will, 
_ offer'd themſelves in the Day of Battle, and dizd for it; and wil 


a due veneration in the Mind: of any Perſon, that loves either 6p 
As for his Education, it was in Wadham College in Oxford. undetk, t, 
Care of that wiſe and excellent Governour Dr. Blanford, the late A. 

of Woreeſterz there it was that he laid a good foundation of Leath 

and Study, though he afterwards built upon that foundation Hi 
Stubble, There he firſt ſuck'd from the Breaſts of his Mother * bj 
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; City thoſe Perfections of Wit, and Eloquence, and Poetry, which af- 
thußards by his own corrupt Stomach, were turn'd into Poiſon to him- 
aud others; which certainly can be no more a Blemiſh to thoſe Illu- 
Prius Seminaries ot Piety and good Learning, than a diſobedient Child 
yell a up and virtuous Father, or the fall of Man to the excellency of 
0 Hidiſe. | | FN a ED 
bee wit he had fo rare and fruitful in its Invention, and withal ſo choice 


J {delicate in its Judgment, that there is nothing wanting in his Com- 


CONGres to give a full Anſwer to that . what and where Wit is? 


pt the purity and choice of ſubject. For had ſuch excellent Seeds 


theſſauen upon good Ground, and inftead of pitching upon a Beaſt, or 


if, been raiſed up on high, to celebrate the Myfteries of the Divine 
tbeſe, in Pſalms, and Hymns, and Spiritual Songs; I perſwade my ſelf 


night by this time have receiv'd from his Fen as excellent an Idea 


4 i 
on dþ:ally in this Generation, as his profane Verſes have been to deftroy 


Sins, and Lam confident, had God ſpared him a longer Life, this would 


been the whole Buſineſs of it, as 1 know it was the Vow and Pur- 
f A os te gn 
nel natural Talent was excellent, but he had hugely improved it by 


ke Wing and Induſtry, being throughly acquainted with all Caffick Au- 


> 2Þ, both Greek and Latin z athing very rare, if not peculiar to him, 
F. Teſt thoſe of his Quality, which yet he uſed not, as other Poets havc 


"Þ to Tranſlate or Steal from them, but rather to better, and im- 
MF: them by his own natural Fancy. And whoever reads his Compo- 
atnely in find all things in them ſo peculiarly Great, New, and Excel- 


Lite that he will eaſily pronounce, That tho he has lent to many others, 


and ſ has borrowed of none ; and that he has heen as far from a ſordid 
le itn of thoſe before him, as he will be from being reach'd by thoſe 


ded, low him. | | | 


rand& other perſonal Accompliſhments in all the perfect ions of a Gentle- | 
„Vier the Court or the Country, whereof he was known by all Men 


Tig: very great Mafter, is no part of my buſineſs to deſcribe or un- 
ron And; and whatever they were in themſelves, Jam ſure they were 
eſter kifrable Comforters to him, fince they only miniſter'd to his Sins, 
n Code his example the more fatal and dangerous; for ſo we may own, 


Höf am obliged by him not to hide, but to ſhew the Rocks, Which | 
Coun may avoid) that he was once one of the greateſt o Sinners. . 
ble A truly none but one ſo great in Parts could be ſo. His Sins were 
I: Parts, from which they ſprang, all of them high and extraordi- 


le 


onet i He ſeem'd to affect ſomething ſingular and paradoxical in his 


1s will ties, as well as in his Writings, above the reach and thought of 
whillh Men z taking as much pains to draw others in, and to pervert 


an0ll Frys of Virtue, as the Apoſtles and Primitive Saints did, to ſave 


fer Vin Souls, and them that beard them. For this was the heightning 


tazing circumſtance of his Sins, that he was ſo diligent and indu- 
to recommend and propagate them; not like thoſe of old that 


unde 
ate Þ e Ligbt, but thoſe the Prophet mentions, Iſaiah 3.9. who declare 
f Lean os Sodom, and hide it not, that take it upon their Shoulders, and 
0 H them as a Crown ; framing Arguments for Sin, making Proſe- 


a * bit, and writing Paneg y ricks ery Vice. 


vine Poetry, under the Goſpel, uſeful to the teaching of Virtue, 


Nay 
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Nay, ſo confirm'd was he in Sin, that he oftentimes almoſt died a Myth” « 
tyr for it. God was pleaſed ſometimes to puniſh him with the effect th 
his Folly, yet till now (he confeſſed ) they had no power to meli him inc be 
true Repentance; or if at any time he had {ome lucid intervals from bit + 4 
folly and madneſs, yet (alaſs) how ſhort and tranſirory were they? Ie di, 

that Goodneſs was but as 4 Morning Cloud, and as the early dew which u nder e 
niſbes away; he ſtill return'd to the ſame exceſs of Riot, and that wi the 
ſo much the more greedineſs, the longer he had fated from it. pte d 
And yet even this deſperate Sinner, hat one wond think had made ey 
Covenant with Death, and was at an Agreement with Hell, and juſt up or 
the brink of them both; God, to magnifie the Riches of his Grace a kneff 
Mercy, was pleaſed to ſnatch as a Brand out of the Fire. As St. pate mee 
tho? before a Blaſphemer, 4 Perſecutor, aud iniurious, yet obtain'd Menge WER 
that in bim briſt Feſus might ſhe w forth all long-ſu Ferivgs for a Pattem kneſs 
them that ſhoul4 bereafter believe on him to everlaſting Life, © Tim. 1. vers 

16. So God ſtruck him to the Ground as it were by a Light from Hep lor G 
ven, and a Voice of Thunder round about him. Iaſomuch that that! 
the Scales fall from his Eyes, as they did from St. Paul's; his ſtony He: nel s 
was open'd, and ſtreams of Tears guſh'd out, the bitter but wholſy fectua 

Tears of true Repentance. %% ò ß dy th 
And that this may appear to be ſo, I think it neceſſary to account im in 

theſe two Things, Fl YT 
1. For the means of it; that it was not barely the effect of Sickn ake tl 
or the fear of Death; but the Hand of God alſo working in them à mftan 
| by them manifeſtly. JJ 0 Aranci 
2. For the Sincerity of it, which though none but God that ſeest nken' 
Heart, can tell certainly, yet Man even alſo my and ought to believe hit 
it; not only in the judgment of Charity, but of moral Juſtice, from Forld]) 
evident ſigns of it, which were poſſible to be given by one in his conditit Tho 

And firft for the Means or Method of his Repentance. That v acc 
prepared the way for it was a ſharp and painful Cickneſs, with W y of } 
God was pleaſed to viſit him; the way wich the almighty often tal to h 
to reduce the wandring Sinner to the kg dedge of God and of bim 
Twill be unto Ephraim as a Lion, 2 ung Lion unto the Eonſe der 
dah; 7, even I, will tear and go on @y, a1 none ſt all\velieve him; Iiir! 
and return to my place, till they acky »wle tec their offence, and ſeek my Hi Now 
and in their affliſtion they will ſeek ne early, Hol 5. 14, 15. the 

And tho' to for ſake our Sins then, when w2 can 10 longer enjoy there | 
_ ſeems to be rather the fe of im poteucv and neceſſity, than of chi riſt 
and ſo not fo acceptable or praiſe-worthy; yet ws find God Almigzmpa: 
often uſes the one to bring about the other; and improves a forced there 
ſtinence from Sin, into a ſettl'd loatiing and a true deteſtation of it Nemk 
It is true, there are ſuch ſtubborn Natures, that like Clay are rat al Wa 
Hardned by the Fire of Afflictions; ungracious Children, that flyi nded 
Face of their heavenly + arher in the very inftant when he is correllfire ? 
them, or it may be like thoſe Children who promiſe Wonders Mfc of 
but preſently after forget all. Such as theſe we have deſcridÞ"9 1 a 
Pſ. 78. 34, 35, 36, 37. When be flew them, then they ſought Mom! 
and th:y return'd and enquired early after God; then they ug deli 
ber'd that God was their Rock, and that rhe high God was wet Upen 
deemer : nevertheleſs they did bus flatter him with their Mouth, Fj out 
Ded unto him with their tongues, for their heat was not right opts 


— 
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MH ler continued they ſtedfiſt in his coven nt. And 'tis probabte this has 
een the Caſe formerly of this Perſon, But there was an evident diffe- 
m in ace betwixt the eff dt of this Sickneſs upon him and wany os be— 
om bee © He bad other Sentiment of Tings now, (he told me) und ated 1507 
ir different Principles; he was not vext with it a: it was painful. or 
ich aer d him from his Sins, Which he would have 701d under Hs Tongue 
t wiſh the while, and long d again to be at; but he ſubmitted p if to it, 
Fw pte d 78 as the hand of God, and was thankful, bleſſmg and praiſing God 
maden y in, but for bis Extremities, There was now no Curſings, no Rail- 
ſt unn or Reproache s to his Servants, or thoſe about him, which in other 
ice arffickneſſes were their uſual Entertainment, but ke treated them with all 
t. pate meekneſs and patience in the World, begging pardon frequently of 
ene meaneſt of them but for a haſty Word, which the extremity of his 
atem (nels and the ſharpneſs of his Pain might eaſily force from him. His 
1. ers were not ſo much for Eaſe or Health, or a continuance in Life 
n Heß for Grace, and Faith, and perfect Reſignation to the will of God. 
gat that I think, we may not only charitably but juſtly conclude that his 
y Heafſckneſs was not the chief Ingredient, but through the Grace of od an 
hol{gneftual means of a true, tho' late Repentance, as will beſt be judg- 
by the marks Jam now to give you of the Sincerity of it; for which 
zm in the next place to account, . „„ 
2 And 'twas the Power of the Divine Grace, and of that only, that 
6: ckneffake through all thoſe Obftacles that uſually attend a Man in his Cir- 
hem aÞuftances 3 that God (who is a God of infinite Compaſſion and For- 
France) allow'd him leiſure and opportunity for Repentance; that he 
ſees taken'd him from his Spiritual Slumber by a pungent Sickneſs ; that he 
) beliefire him ſuch a preſence of Mind, as both to provide prudently for his 
from Jorldly Affairs, and yet not to be diſtracted or diverted by them from 
onditiÞ: Thoughts of a better World; that lengthened out his Day of Grace, 
lat ui accompanied the ordinary means of Salvation, and the weak Mini- _ 
ch whiſly of his Word, with the convincing and over-ruling Power of his Spiz _ 
ten t to his Conſcience z which Word of God became to him quick and 
 bimſnerf +l, ſþ17p2r than any two- edged Sword, piercing even to the dividing. 
aſe of Þ der of his 30ul and Spirit; and at laſt the Spirit of God witneſſed 10 
 InilſÞpirir, that now he was become oye of the Children of God. | 


ount 1 


Now if the Thief upon the Crofs (an Inſtance too much abuſed) 
therefore accepted, becauſe accompanied with all the effects of a 
ere Convert, which his Condition was capable of; as confeſſion off 
rift in the midſt of the Blaſphemies of Phariſees, and his own lewd 
mpanion, and deſertion even of Chriſt's Diſciples ; if his Repentance 
therefore judged real, becauſe he ſeems to be more concern'd in the 
membrance of Chrift's future Kingdom than his own Death z if St. 
re fal was approv'd by the ſame more abundant Labours which he com- 
fly in ended in the Corinthians, yea what Zeal ? What Fear? [bat vehement 
orretÞtire ? 2 Cor. 7. 11. I think I ſhall make it appear, that the Repen- 


lers fl 
JeſcribÞ"d 1 am ſo ſenſible of that awful Preſence both of God and Man before. 


webs Mom U ſpeak, who are eaſily able to diſcover my Failings, That I ſhall 
nut deliver any thing, but what 1 know to be a ſtrict and religious Truth. 
their Upen my firſt Viſit to him, (May 26. juft at his return from his Jour- 


joy te 
of c01 
Almig 
orced 
of it. 


uh, E out of the Weſt) he moſt gladly receiv'd me, ſhew'd me extraordi- 
with | 1 85 . V nary 
beit | | 


"ce of this Perſon was accompanied wlth the like hopeful Symptoms: 
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nary reſpeAs upon the ſcore of mine Office, rhayÞd God, who had in nan 
cy and good Providence ſent me to bim who ſo much needed my Prayers nll 
Counſels; acknowledging how unworthily heretofore be had treated that Orlyh be 
of Men, reproaching them that they were Proud, and Propbeſied only for Re 
wards; but now be hid learnt bow to value them ;, that he eſteemed them th 
Servants of the mo Higb God, who were to ſhew to him the way to everlf{yul 
in Li Ce | | 5 5 
Kat 22 ſame time J found him labouring under ſtrange trouble anhny 
conflicts of Mind, his Spirit wounded, and his Conſcience full of terre 
Upon his Journey he told me, He had been arguing with greater vignrſi; 
againſt God and Religion than ever be had done in his life time before, al 
_ that be was refoived to run em down with all the Argument and Spite in tl 
World, but, like the great Convert St. Paul, be found it hard to kick hiking 
gainſt the Pricks, For God at that time had ſo ſtruck his Heart by highyas de 
immediate Hand, that preſently he argued as ſtrongly for God and Virſ{for g 
tue, as before he had done againft it. That God ſtrangely open d higp to hi 
Heart, creating in his Mind moſt awful and tremendous Thoughts anfing o! 
| Ideas of the Divine Majefty, with a delightful Contemplation of the DiJtte Ea 
vine Nature and Attributes, and of the lovelineſs of Religion and Virub Go 
tue. I never (ſaid he) was advanced thus far towards Happineſs in my Lab d he 
before, tho' upon the commiſſions, of ſome Sins extraordinary I have bad ſmngpi-boy 
check and warnings conſiderable from within, but ſtill frugpled with 'em, ad 10 64 
fo wore them off again. The moſt obſervable that I remember was this: Ho 
Day as an Aibeiſtical Meeting, at a Perſon of Quality s, I underrook Mpeſſior 
manage th: Cauſe, and was the principal Diſputant againſt God and Piet, alſiterie 
for my Performances received the Applaufe of the whole Company; upon whidſich 1h 
my Mind was terribly ſtruck, and I immediately reply d thus to my ſelf. Gol, bad 
God ! that a May, that walks upright, that ſees the wonderful Works of Gol, wi 
and bas the uſes of bis Senſes and Reaſon, ſhould uſe them to the defying M R 
lis Creator! But tho this was a good beginning towards my Converſion, ul mul 
find my Conſcience touch d for my Sins, yet it went off again; nay, al m enti1 
life long I had a ſecret value and reverence for an Honeſt Man, and ln, de 
Oloralit) in others. But I bad form'd an odd Scheme of Religion to my ſelfd 
which would ſolve all that Cod or Conſcience might force upon me; yet I m 
not ever well reconciled to the Buſireſs of Chriſtianity, nor had that tui 
revce for the Goſpel of Chriſt as I ougit to have. Which eſtate of Mini 
_ continiie3, ti!) the 52 Chapter of Iſaiab was read to him, (wherein there 
is a lively defcrip.iun vi ue Zufferings of our Saviour, and the Benet 
thereof) and ſome other Portions of Scripture 3 by the Power and E 
cacy of which Word, aſſiſted by his Holy Spirit, God ſo wrought ufd 
| his Heart, that he declar'd, that the Myſteries of the Paſſion appeared n 
clear and plain to him, as ever any thing did that was repreſented in a Gl hi 
So that that Joy and Admiration, which poſſeſs d his Soul upon the res 
ing of God's Word to him, was remarkable to all about him; and . 
had ſo much delight in his Teftimonies, that in my abſence he beg 
his Mother and Lady to read the ſame to him frequently, and was unt 
tisfied (notwithſtanding his great Pains and Weakneſs) till he had lean 
ed the 53 Chapter of Iſaiab without Book. „„ 
At the ſame time, diſcourſing of his manner of Life from his Youtup 
up, and which all Men knew was too too much devoted to the SI, 
J Sin, and that the Luſts of rhe Heſb, of the Eye. and 1þe Pride of 1 


i} 
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1 captivated him: He was very large and particular in his Acknow- 
ments about it, more ready to accuſe himſelf than I or any one elſe 
be; publickly crying out, 0 Bleſſed God, can ſuch an korrid Creature 
im be accepted by thee, who has den) d thy Being, and contemn'd thy Pow- 
Asking often, Can there be Mercy and Pardon for me? Will God own 
reich as I ? And in the middle of his Sickneſs ſaid, Shall rbe un- 
able Foys of Heaven be confer'd on me? 0 Mighty Saviour ! never, bus 
» andflugh thine infinite Love and Satisfaction! O never, but bythe purchaſe of 
Blood ! adding, That with all abhorrency be did refl:# upon his former 
igt; thas ſincerely and from his Heart be did repeat of all that Folly and 
„ ane ſs which be bad committed. | 2 
in thndeed he had a true and lively Senſe of God's great Mercy to him in 
ick hiking his hard Heart, and laying his Conſcience open, which hither- 
by highras deaf to all God's Calls and Methods; ſaying, if that God, who 
d Vie for great as well as leſſer Sinners, did not ſpeedily apply bis infinite Me- 
'4 high to bis poor Soul, his wound was ſuch as no man could conceive or beds. © 
s andhing out, that he was the vileſt reich and Dog thar the Sun ſhined npon, 
e Digtte Earth bore 3 that he now ſaw his error in not living up to that Reaſon 
| VirSich God endued bim with, and which he nnworthily vility'd and contemnꝰd; 
y Lifgh'd he had been a ſtarving Leper crawling in 4 ditch, that he bad been & 
4 fan- boy or 4 Beggar, or for bis whole Life confin'd to à dungeon, rather than 
nw beve foned appt ...... 88 
: (ow remarkable was his Faith, in a hearty embracing and devout 
ock wFfeſſion of all the Articles of our Ch: iftian Religion, and all the Divine 
y, alffteries of the Goſpel? ſaying, that that abſurd and fooliſhPhiloſophy, 


18 
Ords 
N 
14 


| whicifich he world ſo much admired, propagated by the late Mr. Hobbs, and o- 


Gui, bad undone bim, and many more, of the beſt parts in the Nation? 
f Gol, without God's great mercy to them, may never, I believe, attain 
% EE Pe 
on, u muſt not omit to mention his faithful adherence to, and caſting him 
all entirely upon the Mercies of Jeſus Chrift, and the free grace of 
d lov, declared to repenting ſinners through him; with a thankful re- 
y ſeltnbrance of his Life, Death, and Reſurrection; begging God to 
In wh bis Faith, and often crying out, Lord I believe, belp thou mine 


' MindJHis mighty love and efteem of the holy Scriptures, his reſolutions ta 
n th 


icfitÞing already taſted the good Word; for having ſpoken to his heart he 
d EllSnowledged, all the ſeeming 2bſurdities and contradictions tbereof, fancied © 
nen of corrupt and reprobate judgments, were vaniſhed, and the excelency 

beauty appeared, being come to recetve the truth in the love of it. „ 
Anis extraordinary fervent Devotions in his frequent Prayers of his 
, moſt excellent and correct; amongſt the reſt, for the King, in ſuch 
ranner as became a dutiful Subject, and a truely grateful Servant; 


rad the Scriptures to him; and toward the end of his ſickneſs would 
tily deſire God to pardon bis Infirmities, if be ſhould not be ſo wakeful ayd 
youtliin: :hrough the whole duty as he wiſb d io be, and that the the fleſb was 

ServidFu, y:1 the ſpirit was willing, and hoped God would acceps tbat 


Life, 
of 1; 


bad | | | His 


u them frequently, and meditate upon them, if God ſhould ſpare him, 


che Church and Nation, for ſome particular Relations, and then for 
Juen; his calling frequently npon me at all hours to pray with him, 
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His continual invocation of God's grace and holy Spirit to ſuſtain hin 
to keep him from all evil thoughts, from all temptations and Diabolicy 


ſuggeſtions, and every thing which might be prejudicial to that religi, 
ous temper of mind, which God had now ſo happily endued him with} 
crying out, one night eſpecially, how terribly the Tempter did aſſault him, M 


caſting upon him lewd and wicked imaginations, but I thank God, ſaid he 
J abhor them all, by the power of his grace, which Jam ſure is ſufficien 
for me, I have overcowe them, tis th: malice of the Devil, becauſe I an oe | 


cu'd from him; and the goodneſs of God, that frees me from all my ſpirindl, 


Enemies. . | 5 
His great joy at his Lady's converſion from Popery to the Church off 


 Fygland, (being, as he term'd it, A Faction ſupported only by Fraud and ; 
Crueliy,) which was by her done with deliberation and mature judgment , 
the dark miſts of which have for ſome months before been breaking 2, 
Way, but now cleared, by her receiving the bleſſed Sacrament with her , 
dying Husband, at the receiving of which no man could expreſs more 


joy and devotion than he did; and having handled the word of life, and 
feen the ſalvation of God, in the preparation of his mind, he was no 
ready 10 depars in peace; _ 


His hearty concern for the pious Education of his Children, wiſkigg 3 


that his Son might never be a Wit, that is, (as he himſelf explain'd it, ) oe 
of thoſe wretched Creatures, who pride th2mſelves in abuſing God and Religi 


on, denying bis Being, or his Providence, but that he might become an Honellf 
and Religious Man, which could only be @ ſupport and bieſſivg of bis Fanih n, 


complaining what a vitious and naughty world they wer? brought into, and 


that mo Fortunes or Honours were comparable to the Love and Fivour of Gollf 
r them, in whole Name he hleſſed them, pray'd for em, and committed; 


them to his Protection. 


His ſtrict charge to thoſe perſons, in whoſe cuſtody his Papers were 1 


10 burn all bis profane and led Writings, as being only fit to promote Vice an 


 Tamordlity, by which he had ſo highly offended 50d, and ſhamed and blaſphewig, 
that Holy Religion into which be had been Baptized; and all bis objcene al; 


_ _ filthy Piddures, which were ſo notoriouſly ſcandalous. * oy 
is readineſs tFmake reſtitution to the utmoſt of his power to al 


perſon; whom he had injur d; and for thoſe whom he could not make . 
» compenſation to, he prayed for God's, and their pardons. His remarkyj; 


able juſtice in taking all poſſible care for the payment of his debts, which 
before, he confeſſed he had not ſo fairly and effectually done. 
His readineſs to forgive all Injuries done againft him, ſome more pat: 

ticularly mention'd, which were great and provoking; nay annexing 


_ thereto all the aſſurance of a future friendſhip, and hoping he ſhould be 


as freely forgiyen at the hand of Ge. a” 
Ho tender and concern'd was he for his Servants about him in ii 
extremities, (manifeſted by the beneficence of his Will to them,) pit] 
ing their troubles in watching with him, and attending him, treating 
them with candor and kindneſs, as if they had been his intimates ! 


How hearty were his en leavours to be ſerviceable to thoſe about hin 


exhorting them to 1h? fear and love of God, and to make 4 good uſe of 
forbearance and long-ſiffering to ſinners, which ſhould lead them to repentane 
And here | muft not paſs by his pious and moſt paſſionate exclamatio 
toa Gentleman of ſome character, who came to viſit him upon bis _ 
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ain ling: o Remember thut you contemn God no more, He is an avenging God. 


"y ill viſit you for your fins; be will in mercy, 1 hope, touch your Con- 
un erce ſoone r or later as he bath done mine; Ton and I have been Friends 


withal , | 
bis "Id Sinners together a great while, tere ! am the more free with you 
wy e bꝛve been all miſtak-n in our conceits and (ginjons, our perſuaſions have 
. 


ys mm falſe and groundleſs, therefore God grant vou repertance, And ſeein 


am reſ 
ſpirity 


im the next day again, he ſaid to him, Fe, you were diſcblig d by my 
une ſs to you yeſterday z I ſpake the wr 1: of truth and ſoberneſs to you, 
xd (ſtriking his hand upon his break bid, 3p? G will touch your 
urch dt | 
aud tn; 


ment 
king a 


1 ä 
Likewiſe his Commands to me. preach abroad, and to let all Men 
ww (if they knew it not already,) how ſeverely Gr! had diſciplin'd him 
bis ſins by his affiiting hand; that his ſufferings were moſt juſt, tho be 
1th de! laid ten thouſand times more upon bim; hyw he had laid one Aripe 
0 _ un another becauſe of kis grievous provocations, till he had brought 
fo ne” home to bimſelf 3 that in his former viſtratione he hid not that 
We 4d effect he was mow ſenſible of. He had formerly ſom? looſe 
8 OB ughts and ſlight reſolutions of reforming, and defign'd io be better, be 
wille uſe even the preſent conſ-querrces of ſin were ſlill peſterivg him, and were- 
LIE tronbleſome and inconvenient to him ; but that now he had other ſentiments 
Y "things, and ated upon other principles, 1 | 
RISE His willingneſs to die, if it pleaſed God, reſpning kimſelf always to the 
iel wine diſpoſal; but if God ſhould ſpare him yer a longer time here, he hped to 
Family ing glory to the name of God in the whole courſe of bis life, and particu- 
10, Wil by bis endeavours to convince others, and io aſſure them of the dinger 
of Gu their condition, if they continued impenitent, and how graciouſly God bad 
wn A Oo uo ED 
His great ſenſe of his obligations to thoſe excellent Men, the Right 
Reverend my Lord Biſhop of Oxford, and Dr. Marſbal, for their chari- 
able and frequent Viſits to him, and prayers with him; and Dr. Burner, 
zo came on purpoſe from London to ſee him, who were all very ſer- 


$ Were 
Vice ant 
ſphen'd 


ene 0: iceable to his Repentance, | 


His extraordinary duty and reverence to his Mother, wſth all the 
rateful reſpeU&s to her imaginable, and kindneſs to his good Lady, be- 
ond expreiſion, (which may well enhance ſuch a loſs to: them,) and to 

tis Children, obliging them with all the endearinents that a good Hus- 
hand or a tender Father could beftow. ' Fn ee 

o conclude theſe Remarks, I ſhall only read to you his dying Remon- 
15 pat france, ſufficiently atte ſted and fignd by his own hand, as his trueft 
110 ſenſe, which 1 hope may be uſeful for that good end he deſign'd it) in 
ould ba panner and form following. %%%«ͤö;ẽ ßẽ⁵ỹ7ʃæ el 


to al 
make 
emark 
Which 


in li E O R the benefit of all thoſe whom I may have drawn into ſin by my example 
) pity and encouragement, I leave 10 tbe world this my laſt declaration, which 

any] deliver in the preſence of the great God. who knoms the ſecrets of all hearts, 
„ hin $44 before whom 1am nom appearing to be judged. _ „% Sg 
b 1 Thet from the bottom of my ſoul I deteſt and abhor the whole courſe of my 

: of 6 former wicked life, that I think I can never ſufficiently admire the gooane(s of 
God, who has given me 4 true ſenſe of my pernicious Opinions and vile Pra- 
ices, by which ] have hitherto lived without hips, and without God in the 


mance 
matio 


Death 
red 


Porld; have been an Open Eenemy to Feſus Coriſt, doing the utmoſt deſpite 
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10 the boly Spirit of Grace. And that the greateſt teſtimony of my Chaim u 
uch is, to x ah 'em in the Name of God, and as they 1 ref 7 
their Immortal Souls, no more to deny his Being, or bis Providence, or deſpiſe 
bis Goodneſs ; no more to make 4 mock of Sin, or contemn the pure and ex-. 
cellem Religion of my ever Bleſſed Redeemer, thro' whoſe Merits alone, } me 
of ibe greateſt Sinners, do yet hope for Mercy and Forgiveneſs. Amen, 


Declared and Sign'd in the Preſerce of 


ANNE ROCHESTER J. ROCHESTER, 
ROB. P ARSONS. jun. 19. 1680. - 


And now I cannot but mention with joy and admiration that ſteady i 
temper of mind, which he enjoy'd through the whole courſe of his Sick 
| neſs and Repentance z which muſt proceed, not from a hurry and per- 
. turbation of Mind or Body, ariſing from the fear of Death, or dread of 
Hell only, but from an ingenuous love to God, and an uaiform regard 
to Virtue, (ſuitable to that ſolemn declaration of his, I world not commit Y 
the leaſt ſin to gain 4 Kingdom) with all poſſible ſymptoms of a lafting perſe. 
verance in it, if God ſhould have reſtored him. To which may be added 
his comfortable perſuaſions of God's accepting him to his mercy, ſaying, 
three or four days before his death, I ſhall die, But ob, what unſpeakable 
glories do I ſee! what joys, beyond thought or expreſſion, am I ſenſible of! 
Jun aſſured of God's mercy to me through Feſus Chriſt. Oh how ] long to die, 
JJ ww Jun nn nn Pon in 
I !be time of his Sickneſs and Repentance was juſt nine weeks; inall F 
which time he was ſo much maſter of his reaſon, and had ſo clear an under- 
Randing, (ſaving 30 hours, about the middle of it, in which he was de- Jr 
Urions, ) that he had never dictated. or ſpoke more compoſed in his life: 
and therefore if any ſhall continue to ſay, his Piety was the effett of 
madneſs or va pours; let me tell them, *tis highly diſingenuous, and that 
the aſſertion is as filly as it is wicked. And moreover that the force of Þi 
What | have delivered may be not evaded by wicked Men, who are re- 
| ſolved to harden their hearts, maugre all Convictions, by ſaying, This 
was done in & Corner; I appeal, for the truth thereof, to all ſorts of per- Þ 
ſons who in conſiderable numbers viſited and attended him, and more 
particularly to thoſe eminent Phyſicians who were near him, and conver- IF 


fant with him in the whole courſe of his tedious ſickneſs; aud who, if 2. per 


ny, are competent judges of a Phrenſy or delirium. 
There are many more excellent things in my abſence which have occa 
ſionally dropt from his mouth, that will not come within the narrow F 
compaſs of a Sermon; theſe, I hope, will ſufficiently prove what I pro- 
duce them for. And if any ſhall be ſtiil unfatisfied here ia this hard- 
hearted generation, it matters not, let them at their coft be unbelievers 
fill, ſo long as this Excellent Penitent enjoys the comfort of his Repen- 
tance. And now from all theſe admirable figns we have great reaſon to 
| believe comfortably, that his Repentance was Real, and hi: End happy; 
and accordingly imitate the neighbours and Coſens of Elizabeib, (Luke i. 
$58.) who, when they heard bow the Lord bad ſbewed great mercy upon ber 
ene aud rejoyced with ber, ont . 8 1 


the Earl of Rocheſter's Funeral. 13 


5 1 bus his dear Mother ſhould rejoyce, that the Son of her love and of 
tre of ier fears, 25 well as of her bowels, is now born again into a better 
eſſe Tard; adopted by his heavenly Father, and gon before her to take 
ex. Jſſeſſion of an eternal inheritance, | 5 
Ine 2. His truly loving Conſort ſhould rejoyce, that God has been fo gra- 
Jjous to them both, as at the ſame time to give him a fight of his errors in 
int of Practice, and herſelf (not altogether without his means and 
adeavonrs a fight of hers in point of Faith. And truly, conſidering the 
great prejudices and dangers of the Roman Religion, 1 think I may averr 
hat pin 7 Joy in Heaven, and ſhould be on earth, for her Converſion, 
(well as his. L NID ne - | 
z. His Noble and moſt hopeful Iſſue ſhould rejoyce, as their Years 
xe capable; not that a dear and loving Father has left them, but that 


eady Fixce he muſt leave thm; he has left them the example ofa Penitent, and 
Sick at of a Sinner; the Bleſſing of a Saint, in recommending them to an 


[-ſufficient Father, and not entailing on them the fatal Curſe that at- 
ruds the poſterity of the wicked and impenitent. 5 5 
4. All good Men ſhould rejoyce, to ſee the triumphs of the Croſs 
Ia theſe latter days, and the words of Divine Wiſdom and power. And 
ad Men certainly, whenever they conſider it, are moſt of all concern d 
Iv joy and rejoyce in it, as a condemn'd Malefactor is, to hear that a Fel- 
u- criminal has got his Pardon, and that he may do ſo too, f he ſpee- 
ily ſue for it. jj a dt Fs oo = 
And this joy of all will ftill be the greater, if we compare it with the 
by there is in Heaven in the caſe of Juft perſons, that need no repen- 
Jznce, viz. that need not ſuch a ſolemn extraordinary Repentance, or 
he whole change of heart and mind, as great Sinners do: and of this 
u Text pronounces, that there is greater joy in beaven over one ſuch ſin- 
s de- Ji that truly repenteth, than tbere is over ninety and nine juſt perſons that 
lifes fred not ſuch a repentance. One reaſon of which we may conceive to he this 
& of Fat ſuch a Penitent's former failings, are ordinarily the occaſion of a 
that reater and a more active piety afterwards; as our Convert earneſtly 
ce of Jiiſh'd, that God would be pleaſed to ſpare him but one y ear more, that in that 
e re- e might honour bis Name proportionably to the diſhonour done to God in bis 
This hole life piſt And we fee St. Paul laboured more abundantly than 
per- il the Apoſtles in the planting of the Church, becauſe he had raged fu 
more fouſly before in the deſtruction of it; and our Saviour himſelf tells us, 
wer- lat to whom much forgiven they will love much, but to whom little is for- 
Wo ow they 6A w noi nine nt oe an, 

I Tis certainly the more ſafe, indeed the only ſafe way to be conſtantly 
occa · Pirtuous, and he that is wiſe indeed, i. e. wiſe unto ſalvation, will 
rrow {{deavour to be one of thoſe that need no repentance ; I mean that en- 
pro- te and whole work of beginning anew, but will draw out the ſame | 
ard · read through his whole life, and let not the Sun go down upon any of 
yers is fins + but then the other Repentance is the more remarkable, and, 
pen- Fitere it is real, the more effectual, to produce a fervent and a fruit- 
on to il piety z beſides the greater glory to God jn the influ ence of the ex- 
»py; Jimple. Which may prebably be a farther reaſon of the exceſſive joy of 
tet, Jagels at the « onverſion of ſuch a Sinner; becauſe they, who are better 
n ber ſcquainted with humane nature than we; knowing it apt, li ke the Pha- 

Fires to demand a ſign from Heaven, for the reformation of corrupted 
Thus Iaftoms ; diſcern likewiſe, that ſuch eds aber conn will 

SS e a Ra Fan Sl: ſeem 
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ſeem ſo many Openings of the Heavens in the deſcent of the holy Dove: 
viſibly to the ſtanders by; and acccordingly will have the greater 1 
fluence upon them. And tis this in the laſt place, that 1 am to recom- 
mendto all that hear me thi- day. Dh 

And having thus diſcharg'd the office of an Hiſtorian, in a faithful re. 
preſentation of the Repentance and Converſion of this great Sinner; give 
me leave now to beſpeak you as an Ambaſſador of Chrift, and in his name 


_ earneſtly per ſwade you to be reconcil'd to him, and to follow this Illuftrious 


perſon, not in his Sins any more, but in his Sorrows for them, and his 


forſaking them. If there be any in this place, or elſe where, who hare 
been drawn into a complacency or practice of any kind of fin from his 
example, let thoſe eſpecially be perſwaded to break off their fins by repey-! 
tance, by the ſame example; that as he has been for the fall, ſo he may 

be now for the riſing again of many in Iſrael 


7 God knows there are too 
many that are wiſe enough to diſcern and follow the examples of evil, 


but to do good from thoſe examples they have no power; like thoſe ab- 
ſurd flattereis we read of, who could imitate Plato in his crookednef, 
Ariſtotle in his ſtammering, and Alex.nd-r the Great in the bending of 
bis neck, and the ſhrilneſs of his voice, but either could not, or would 
not, imitate them in any of their perfeclions. Such as theſe I would he- 


* 


| _— in their cooler ſeaſons. to ask themſelves that Queſtion, What fruit! 
Had you 


* thoſe hirgs wheroof you 412 now aſhamed, for the end of theſe things 
is deat 


where it will hate to live, and vet cannot die. And were it not better 


bor us to embrace cordially the hing whici belong to our everlaſting peace, 
before they are hid from our Eyes? Were it not better for us all to be wiſe 
betimes by preventing ſuch a danger, than to open our eyes, as the un- 


b — — 


happy rich Man did, when we are in the place of torment? | 
Be perſwaded then with humble, penitent, and obedient hearts to 
meet the Bleſfed Feſus, who is now on the way, and comes to us. in the 
perſon and in the bowels of a Saviour, wooing us to accept thoſe ealyF 
conditions of pardon, and peace offer d in his holy Goſpel, rather than 

to ſtay till he become our adverſary and our Judge too, when he will 
deliver us oc r io ile tormentors, till we have paid the utmoſt farthing, i. . 


And if any incourage themſelves in their wickedneſs from this 
example, reſolving however to enjoy the good things that are preſent; 
to fill themſelves with coſtly wines, and to let no part of pleaſure paſs by them 
_untaſted, fuppoſing with the Goſpel rich man, that when one comes in 
them from the dead, when Sickneſs or old Age approaches. that then they wil 
repent; let ſuch as theſe conſider he dreadful hazard they run by ſuch per- 
nicious counſels, It may be and it is but juſt with God it ſhould be) that 
whilſt they are making proviſions for the fleſh to fulfil the luſts thereof, and 
are ſaying to their Souls, Sou, thou ha much goods laid up for many years, 
therefore take rhive eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry z perhaps Juſt then at the 
fame time the hand of God may he writing upon the walls of their habi. 
tations that fatal ſentence, 7hou fool, this night ſhall thy ſoul be required of 
tte, and then whoſe ſhall all thoſe things be, which thou haſt promis'd? And 
what ſad refl-&ions muſt ſuch a one ne-d make upon his own folly, when 
he ſees all that mirth and eaſe, which he has promiſed himſelf for ſo ma: 
ny years, muſt be at an end in a very few hours? and not only ſo, but $i 
that mirth turn'd into howlings, and that eaſe into a bed of flames; when 
the ſoul muſt be torn away on a ſudden from the things it loved, and goF: 
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ball eternity: when thoſe who have made a mock at fin all their lives, 
„HAlaugh d at the pretended cheats of Religion and its Prieſts, ſhall find 
mſelves at laſt the greateſt Fools, and the moſt ſadly cheated in the 


nid; for God will then laugh at their Calamity, and mock when their fear 
geth, when it cometh as deſolation, and their deſtruction as a whirlwind, 
od fince they would not ſuffer his Mercy to rejoyce over his ſuſtice, 
r cauſe any joy in Heaven, as the Text mentions, in their Converſi- 
1; his Juſtice will certainly rejoyce over his Mercy, and cauſe joy in 
raven (as it did at the fall of Babyon) which would not be cured, Rev. 19. 


Jin their confuſion. And O that there were ſuch an heart in them, that 


ey would contider this betimes! that in the midſt of their carnal jol- 


Jes they would but vouchſaſe one regard what may happen hereafter, 


d what will certainly be the end of theſe things. For however the fruits 
fin may ſeem pleaſant io the eye, and 10 be deſired, to make one ſeem wiſe 
d witty to the world; yet alas, they are but empty and unſatisfaory _ 


-Foreſent, and leave a mortal fting behind them, and bitterneſs in the 


ter end; like the book d Fobn eat, (Rev. 10. 10.) which in bis mouth 


Is ſweet as honey, but as ſoonr as be had eat it, bis belly was bitter. And 


vt God ſhould pleaſe at laſt to bring men back in their old age from 


ir ſinful courſes, by a way of weeping, to pluck them as fire-brands out 
i everlaſting burnings; yet if men conſider how rare and difficult a thing 
Is to be born again when one is oid, how many pangs and violences to 
Kurz there muſt needs be, to put of the habits and inclinations to old 
:&, as difficult (ſaith the Prophet)as for the Leopard to change bis ſpots, or 
&$ Ethiopian bis skin; and then when that's done, what ſcars and weak- - 


ſes even a Cure muſt leave behind, I ſay, he that duly conſiders this, 


Ul think it better to ſecure his ſalvation, and all his preſent true com · 
, by preſerving his innocency, or alleviating his work by a daily re- 


tance for leſſer failings, then to venture upon one ſingle chance of a 


t- bed repentance; which is no more to be depended upon, forthe per- 
mance, or acceptance; than it can encourage any man not to labour, 


auſe Elias was fed by Ravens, or the Ijrazlites with Manna from 


-en. | 


then there be any (tho' alas that need not be asked) that have made 
greatneſs of their Wit, or Birth, or Fortune, inſtruments of iniquity 
niquityz let them now convert them, to that original noble ule for 

ed them, viz. to be inſtruusenis of righteouſneſs unto 


Iro theſe eſpecially that are thus great, not only Cod, but this 
at Perſon alſo, by my mouth, being dead yet ſpeaketh; for as St. Paul 
n'd more eſpecially concern'd for his brethren and kinſmen according 

he fleſh, and even the rich man in Hell, tho ſufficiently diſtracted, 
his own ſufferings, yet ſeems hugely deſirous that one might be ſent 
m the dead to his brethren, that be might tegie unto them, leaſt they 


Feome into that place of torment \ ſo this Wuſtrions Convert, after God 
) $i oper'd his eyes to ſee his follies, was more eſpecially deſirous of the 
ation of thoſe that were his brethren, tho? not in the fleſh, yet in the 
Iutneſs of their quality, and of their fins ; paſſionately wiſhing, that all 
bd, were not only almoſt, but altogether ſuch as he now was, ſaving his ho- 
and of great force me thinks, ſhould the admonitions of 


Mow 


ing friend be. 


16 * A Sermon Preach'd at, &c. 
Nov theſe eſpecially I would beſeech, as the Miniſter of Chrift, 
ſuch as, rho' we are reviled we bleſs, tho' wel are defamed we intreat, to ſu 
#he word of Exbortation, that they would not terminate their eyes upon 
outward pomp and pageantry that attends them, as the vulgar Few; 
upon their Rites and Ceremonies; but (as the wiſer 1/7aclites, wh 
ſteem'd thoſe glittering formalities as the Types and Images of hey 
ly things,) be quickned by them to the ambition of original honours, 
future glory. How much were it to be wiſh'd, that ſuch perſons ef] 
ally would be followers of God and goodrieſs, fince whether they wi 
no, other men will be followers of them. | V 
It is true, the temptations of great perſons ate more, and greatet 
thoſe of inferiors; but then their abilities and underſtandings are ordin 
greater too: and if they lie more open to the aſſaults of theDevil,they. 
: — greater ſagacity to foreſee the danger, and more powerful 
ſtance to go through it. Nor is Piety inconſiſtent with Greatneſs 
more then it is with Policy, but is the beſt foundation and ſecurity 
to the one and the other, The breeding of gMoſes at Court, uit 
doubt contributed much even to his Religious performances, at le 
far, as to make them more uſeful and exemplary to others: but the 
was ſincerely virtuous all the while, as well whilſt reputed the 80 
 Pharaob's daughter, as when Fethro's Son in-law. 
We find Chriſtians in Cæ'ʒar's houſhold as ſoon as any where ell, 
Nome; and when Chriftianity had once gain'd Confantinc, it ſpread 
ſelf farther over the Empire ina few years, than before it had done 
ſome Centuries. Since then ſo much good or miſchief depends upon! 
uſtrious examples, will it not better become men to draw the multitu 
after them to Heaven, by their piety, than by infectious guilts be att! 
head of a miſerable company of the Dam dd... 
ITis this Piety, a timely and exemplary piety, that will perpetuate 
men of birth and Fortunes, their Honors, and their Eftates too, as well 
 derivingon them the bleſſing of God, who is the true fountain of honour = 
Zz by creating an awe and a reverence for them from all orders of men 
| evento many generations; a reverence which will be freſh and laſting 
when all the trophies of wit and gaity are laid in the duſt. 'Tistii 
3 piety that will be the guide of their youth, and the comfort of thei 
age; for length of days are in her right ba nd, and in ber left band rides! 
5 Fbonour. Tis this, and this only, that can make all outward bleſing 
comfortable, and indeed bleſſings to us, by making them the ftepsal 
means of attaining the never fading honours and incomprehenſible glotis 
| of that Kingdom which is above; where there ſhall be no more fin, nd 
E ſickneſs, nor pain, nor tears, nor death, but we ſhall reſt from our u 
|. bours, and our works ſhall follow un. Þ2Þ_ 
Unto which God of his infinite mercy bring us, for the meritsandk 
the mediation of Feſus Chriſt our Saviour; to whom with the Father il 


Holy Spirit, let us aſcribe all Praiſe and Adoration, now and for c 
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